HOW IT CAME TO BE
by Floyd DeBarber

It all started, or perhaps | should say ended, in the
fall of 1993, The Hamis Tories ook power. The day
Harris was swom m, 2 bunch of activist groups got
together and hosted a huge rally-wumed-rict on the
fromt kowm and front steps of the Ontaria Legislature,
The anger, fear, desperation, and frustration shown
ihat day necant nothing to Harris. His comment was,
“we don't do rallies".

The first attack of the war on the poor was done
before Harris was even sworn in. This was the mias-
sive cut to welfare payments. OCAP wenl as far as
taking a huge delegation to the Ontario version of the
Governor General's home to ask that he refise to
sign this bill. It didn't work. This unforimately was
only pert of the beginning attack. Along with the cut
the Tones also cancelled the Family Benefits
Frogram. This meant that just about everybody on
Omtario social services was pul on the new Ontario
Works program. This meant that a huge number of

people who had been getting not quite enough 10 sup-

port themzelves or their familics would now have 1o
o with even bess, This included many people's
homes, many children's meals, and most of all, peo-
ple’s basic dignity and sanity.

Those with disahilities were allowed to apply for the
new version of Family Benefits, the Omaro
Disshility Support Program. This meant that a pro-
gram that kad begun in the early 1900°s, a program
that no pofitician would dare touch was completely
disappearing: Mother's Allowance. Thouzands of
women who were brivging up infants asd woddlers
had their pay cut by 23% and were in many cases
forced into work progrums and quite ofien had 10 put
their children into the care of srungers andfor unsafe
suations. All of this becouse some stupid rednecks
(zolf pros, used car sabesmen, c1c.) decided all single
mothers did was drink beer and watch TV all day. 1
really didn’t think this could bapgpen in a civilized

gociety, bul 1 was just heginning my echoaling in
how disgusting capitalism conld be.

The HamrizBves povernment is long gone. Yet no
one has mentioned bringing back md for single par-
ents, the truth being that over the past few docades
capitalism hag mangged fo un-refomm itself and has
no inderest in fortber reform. To gel back on subject,
the Harrig gosvemment hod managed to caneel aid foe
mothers and their children, and the Liberals have no
interest in righting this wrong.

Many people who were desabled wore put back on
gencrl welfare, One indradual we worked with had
severe mental kealih problems and couldn 't afford
amy medication. On top of this he had had one leg
blown off in & war and due to infection the other leg
was scheduled 1o be amputated. This man received a
letier a few months afier he had applied for disabality
stating that be was pot a person with 2 disabiliy,
Since then OCAF has comected the stupidity of the
ageney inviolved aml the man s on disatliy where
he belongs. I amother case a man with very severe
developmental problems ran into us a1 a rally we had
in the carly nineties, Since the change in the law he
hisd been wandering the streets - he acrually lived in
an abandoned car. He had been on Family Benefits
before Harris came along and had been doing well.
When Harris changed the system this man los1 his
home, couldn’t stay in a shelter as people were
urwilling to put ap with his dissbility. and had his
monithly cheqee changed from S900+ o $190, Since
this man had a o4 of troukble functioning in society he
found himsef forced to steal in some siteations,
Along the way this man became known 1o the police,
many lawyers, and many judges. All these so-called
professional people could do 1o help him was throw
him in the Don Jail. Today thiz man lves i his own
apartment and collects ODSP thanks to OGCAP,

Another hoerible thing that happened during the dark
Tory days was that the overwhelming majority of
social workers who worked o welfare were replaced
by people who looked at people and made judge-
mends on situations only through the fmanceal aspects



