Colonialism: Canada’s

Centuries Old Crisis

Indigenous peoples in Canada
have marked the geographical
limits of capitalist expansion
through more than five centunes

development — key features of
the neo-liberal agenda — forcing
cash-strapped communities to
enter into “fiscal partnerships”
with corporations to finance their
reserves,

Despite

an escalation of

tar sands
communities

linking indigenous
along pipelines;
the NO2010 anti-Olympics
campaign led by the Native
Youth Movement and indigenous
nations throughout the coast and
interior of that province; the jail

of permanent resistance
Due to the geography of
residual Abeoriginal |lands,
they form a final fronter
of capitalist penetration
for  natural resource
extraction, agnbusiness,
and urban/suburban
development VWhile
much of the focus on
the economic cnsis has
centred on job losses in
the manufacturing and
service sectors, a renewed
push for resources over
the past decades - eqg
tar sands, timber, mining,
fisheries, suburban sprawl
—ushered in anew political
economy of indigenous
dispossession along with
the neo-iberal agenda,
and with it, a new phase
of resistance

The Zapahsta upnsing made
headlines around the world In
1994, but all across Turtle Island,
indigencus peoples were also
rnsing up against an “opening
up” of their temtones for free-
market investment. For example,
by 1995, the resource industnes
of BC entered a new phase of
expansion at the same point
that Abonginal people were in
the midst of establishing clams
to what would amount to 110
percent of the provincial land
base. Confrontation in Gustafesen
Lake by the Secwepemc Nation
was accompanied by waves of
blockades across the province

A senes of policies posing
as solutions fo  indigenous
self-determination  were  also
intfroduced, such as  “self-
government’ policies that
appear to promote political
autonomy, but are designed to
download the “Indian problem”
onto native communities. Self-
govemment 1s simply a program
for reducing federal involvement
and promoting “self-sufficiency”
through competitive economic

militarized responses, collectively
held indigenous lands continue to
pose major barmiers to capitalist
expansion. The reclamation of
a suburban development site in
Caledonia by Six MNations, the
grassroots network to stop the

time served by leaders
of Kitchenuhmaykoosib
Inminuwug (Kl and
Ardoch Algonguin
First Mations to stop
destructive mining on
their territory — these
stories of indigenous
people defending their
8 land are not the clashes
between the market and
the state that dominate
the news daily. These
are  struggles  over
property relations -
over the jurisdiction of
indigenous homelands
and their struggles

Farm adiacant i quamy on siolen Mohawk and - both were retaken against both the state
n 2007, Up to that point. fens of thousands of fons of sand and
gravel were removed fiom Mohawi land, just beside the Tyendinaga CONIrol over them
rasane, a year whie the govemment nagolalad is refm.

and market to maintain

As Deborah Simmons
writes in After Chiapas
“From this perspective, Aboriginal
resistance may be understood
as a crucial aspect of the conflict
over the process of continental
restructuring and the emergance

Continued on back,
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Nowv. 18, 2008 Algonguins of Bamiere Lake sef up blockades on highway
117 o demand a restoration of their customary government and that Cue-
bec and Canada honowr their agreements - signed almost 20 years ago

- for & resource co-management plan that woulkd cover 10,000 square kms
of their traditional termitory, The govermment responded by sending in rot
cops from Montreal fo break up the peacefl prolest and amest cormmunity
leaders, Acting Chief Benjamin Noftaway spent 45 days in jaf. = 3 -



