starvation wages, don't think
about unionizing, protesting or
speaking out — or else....” At the
same time, the raids are intended
to fragment solidarity amongst
workers and marginalized
communities by engendering fear
against people without status
within the rest of the population.
For example, the South Simcoe
Paolice Chief who camied out the
raids is on record saying “There
are many things that go on that
would keep people up at night™ as
if workers in factories are a threat
to people’s sense of security.

But the raids, which were
designed fto intimidate and
frighten, have instead enraged
migrants and their allies. Instead
of timidity and fear, there has
been a massive outpouring of
outrage at these raids. Two days
after the raids, No One Is lllegal-
Toronto, Justicia for Migrant
Workers, and Migrante Ontario
organized a demonstration at the
Rexdale Detention Centre, where
hundreds of protestors rattled
the fences, chanted slogans, and
sung their supporttothe detainees
inside, Demonstrations also
took place again in Toronto and
in Edmonton, Calgary, Montreal
and Vancouver.

Local community activists in
Toronto have started building a
‘stop the Raids Campaign’ to be
able to respond more effectively
should another such raid happen
Look for details on the public
policy at the end of may on http:f/
toronto.nooneisillegal.org

~Tom Malleson
No One s lllegal
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received a leaked memao from City
staff saying that they were slashing
this program. The City was planning
to change the program to make it in
line with workfare principles, which
would mean that most pecple would
be cut off of the money and everyone
else would probably only ever get it
for & months.

Along with DAMM 2025, a cross-
disability organization, , we acted
quickly to stop the money from being

slashed. We shutdown access to
the physically inaccessible Dundas
Station in rush hour  Shortly after
that action, a delegation of people
on ODSP and supporters paid a
visit to Joe Mihevc's office, as he
was in charge of Social Services at
the time. Ve were promised that
the City was not going to change
the program or cut people off of the
volunteer money.

Mow, two years and one economic
crisis later, the City is trying t© solve
some of ts budget shorfalls on
the backs of people on ODSP
They quietly told agencies that the
program was changing and they
won't be accepting new volunteers
unless they can demonsirate the
placement will lead to employment.
The City's official policy is that they
will “grandfather in™ the people who
were getting the money before they
slashed it The probdem is that if they
ever have an intemuption in their
volunteening (they go away, forgetto
hand in a form on time or get sick) it
will be cut and they will never be able
to get the money again unless they
meet the workfare standards.

They have yet to tell those of us
on ODSP about this change —maybe
they are waiting for community
agences to do their dirty work for
them.

2. Attack on the Special Diet:
OCAP has been telling people that
the special diet benefit exists, helping
pedple get access to dociors who
sign forms and fighting with people
when they are denied what they
are entitled to for years. Before our
campaign to raise the rates began,
32 million a year was being paid out
for the special diet in Toronto. This
year, they are projecting that it will
be 555 million. This is a tremendous
victory for poor people in the city
which is why politicians have their
aye onit. The City has been |ooking
for any way to deny this benefit 1o
pegple. n 2005, they brought in an
invasive process that required you
to fill out a madical release form that
gave welfare and ODSP workers
unfetteraed access to private medical
reconds. Ve fought that and waon;
but, welfare workers (especially at
scarborough North Social Services)
still try to get away with making
peaple sign them

These days, workers tell people

that they can only see doctors in their
neighbourhood o get their special
diet forms filled out or, sometimes,
they just outright deny people the
forms.

One of the most conceming
developments on the special diet
front is that as we write this, the city
auditor is conducting a full audit of
the special diet. The auditor's report
could be laying the groundwork for a
formal request by the City to kill the
special diet, mass cut-offs or new
bureaucratic policies which make
it harder to access this bDenefit.
One City Councillor has even filed
a complaint with the College of
Phiysicians and Surgeons against a
doctorwho fills a number of people’s
special diet forms.

While the City has been trying
to deny people the special diet for
years, the economic crisis coupled
with an increase of $53 million a
year being spent on the spedal
diet has put extra focus on this
benefitt.  Rather than pressuning
the provincial govermment to raise
the rates and ensure that there is
a proper reserve fund for imes like
these, the city wants {0 save money
off of our backs and sees the special
diet as an easy target

3. Rebranding: The one place
whene Toronto has actually dropped
cash in response to the crsis is in
rebranding Toronto Social Services
to now call it Toronto Employment
and Social Services. VWhile some
might argue that a few people were
employed in the process of creating
new logos, stationary and the fancy
new 416-397-JOBS line, rebranding
Social Services does nothing but
waste money.

While we are seeing more and
more people on social assistance
and attacks on our benefits, it is
important that we fight back against
the steps to rob us of what we
are enfiled to. We cannot let the
volunteer money go without a fight
—we already won it back once and
we will do it again. We will not let
the spedcal diet he taken away. We
will organize to keep what we are
enfitted to and to fight for a raise in
the rates for everyone. If you want
to get involved in organizing against
poverty call us today.

~A J. Withers _ 7 .



