Continued from page 1 “No More Raids”

fascism was the most extreme
manifestation of this theme,
and though Canada today is far
from the Weimar republic of the
40s, a targeted oppression is
accelerating across the country.
When immigration authorities
descended on workplaces in
southern Ontario, they followed
S protocol to the letter The
workers were gatherad in a large
cafeteria. They were separated
into two groups — good and bad,
us and them, legals and illegals,
with status and without (pick
the adjective of your choica).
The ‘others’ were handcuffed,
loaded onto busses, and taken
to Rexdale Detention Centre in
north Toronto, where they were
locked in and surrounded by
barbed wire. These raids were
scarily reminiscent of totalitarian
practices in times past Indeed,
the French have started referring

to mention human decency).
According to one legal councilor,
Elizabeth Long, the detained
were encouraged to waive
their rights to legal counsel as
well as to a Pre-Removal Risk
Assessment (which requires the
state to review an individual's
situation to ensure that they will
not be deported to dangerous
circumstances). According to Ms.
Long, one of the few translators
provided by the authorities
falsely told the detainees that "if
they didn't sign the waiver, they
would be transported to jail in
Ottawa and would have only a
two per cent chance of staying'.
To date, 39 people, mainly Thai,
have been deported, and more
are likely to be s0 in the coming
weelks

The government is portraying
these raids as being about
maintaining law and order and
removing  so-called  “illegal®
immigrants. But that explanation

to such raids as "les rafles”, the
same word used to describe the
roundups under the Vichy regime.

Once amested, the authorities
started deportations as quickly
as possible, sidestepping such
niceties as Canadian law (not

doesn't gel with the facts. It is
estimated that there are betwaen
200000 to 500,000 non-status
people in the country. But clearly
the government has no intention
of trying to remove even a fraction
of these. And why not? The basic

reason is that the government
doesn't actually want to get
rid of these people for the very
simple reason that they provide
invaluable services: they do the
work that no one else wants to
do, at wages that no one else
would accept and pay taxes in to
a system they do not derive any
benefit from. From construction,

to services, to restaurant and
agricultural industries — in a
very real sense, non-status

workers make up the backbone
and underside of the Canadian
economy. They may not work in
the buildings on Bay Street, but
they built them, staff them, and
clean them.

With a minimum wage at $9.50/
hr. we have reports of workers in
Toronto making only $3/hr. —notto
mention the propensity for abuse
and exploitation that comes from
having no legal protections or
alternative options. So if the
government doesn’'t want to get

rid of these people, then why the
raids? The most likely answer is
that they are designed to send a
clear message to the hundreds of
thousands without status: "keep
your head down, live in
the shadows, accept your ™ G -



