Not Even The Most
Basic Of Needs:

The Shelter Crisis Worsens As
The Economic Crisis Worsens

Over the last decade, the shelter
system has been overcrowded, with
extreme levels of stress, wiolence,
iliness (including TB), and, now, bed
bugs infestations.

o make the situation even worse, the
City had cut over 300 shelter beds in the
last two years. This has made it even
more difficult for many people trying to
find shelter for the night. This cut has
also meant the loss of hundreds of
thousands of meals. In addition, the Out
of the Cold Program has now closed,
a5 It does every spring, leaving a hole
of about 100 beds per night Feople
are regularly turmed away from shelter
because there are no avallable beds or
forced out by the intolerable conditions.
Heople are being left to suffer on the
streets - not even able to access the
necessities of life: safe sheiter or proper
food.

And people are dying. Dennis Bowen
died outside of 200 Sherbourne..a
young man killed himself inside Maxwell
Meighen hostel _.John Massey burned
to death In a bank machine lobby...
another young abornginal man froze to
death in an alleyway... So many people
hurt and dying too young.

'he situation 15 not beng ImMproved,
really. Despite the City's propaganda.
[here 15 no decent, affordable housing
being bult, there 15 no adequate
income for people on assistance. [hese
are things that would really make a
difference. And too many people cannot
even get decent shelter for the night

Given the existing crisis - what will we
be faced with when more people are
forced into the shelters by this economic
crisis? Vvhere will people go? What will
happen those people who are new to
the system’” What will happen to those
people who have been abandoned
in the system for so long? We clearly
don't have what we need now. Surely,
such basic things as food and shelter
are not unreasonable demands. Yet the
government does not act to ensure we
have access to even the most basic of
needs. [he failure of the system has
been evident for a very long time, 1t Is
bad enough already -as it becomes
worse we all must fight haraer for what
we need. ~Dlanialfe Koyama
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By AJ Wihers- Ome of a number of comics i an upcoming
comic  book  expiaining the ecomomic cnsis thal will be an fthe
OCAP website and avalable for sale.  ecanomicomiciiomai com



