No More Raids, Detentions Or Scapegoatting

Several weeks ago southern
Ontario witnessed the largest
immigration raids in Canadian

history. This evenl marks a
watershed in the history of
Canadian-immigrant  relations.

Over one hundred people were
detained and set to be deported
just north of the Greater Toronto
Area. Those arrested were
people with precarious slatus or
no status at all. Live-in caregivers
seeking o supplement their often
below minimum wage income,
temporary foreign workers, and
undocumented people who, for
one reason or another, have been
unable to acquire status. For
example, one of the detainees
was a woman who had lost her
status because she left her job
with a sexually exploitative boss.

Although raids of this scale
are unprecedented, they are
not surprising. In the midst of
the worst economic crisis in a

generation, workers and families
are, understandably, starting to
feel the fear of uncertainty and
be afraid for their future. And fear
can all too easily turn to anger.
The Conservative government,
and particularly  Immigration
Minister Jason Kenney, seems
to recognize this. Unless a
suitable scapegoat can be
found, public resentment at the
economic situation — loss of jobs,
unattainable El, below poverty-
line welfare rates, and bail-ouls
for wealthy banks — may well
boil over and severely scald the

government. The government
seems to think that there are
no better scapegoats than

immigrants, particularly racialized
ones.

Unfortunately, this is not a new
story. Immigrants, especially
ethnic minorities, have often
served as scapegoats in times of

economic uncertainty. European
Continued on page &

A

51

. Thay Call 1t Stugle

For A Reason

Sf.c,:.i.nf. Edition:
E.;m&u; fsn Crisis

Sﬁﬁﬁi 2009 - 5 pwyc

As the City Goes Broke,

It Goes After Its Brokest:
The Aftack on The Specal Diet,
Transportation Money and Everyone
On Social Assistance

David Miler chose to solve the
city's budget shortfalls by dipping
into the welfare reserve fund. When
Miller came to power in 2003, the
fund was 94 .4 million and by the end
of last year it was about 38 million.
Miller's stealing out of the welfare
fund and putting the money in things
ke the polica budget probably would
have gone unnoticed if not for the
ECoNomiIc crisis.

But now that the $86 million that
is desperately needed to pay social
assistance cheques. In February of
this year, Toronlo’s welfare caseload
grew by 10,000 people — a 13%
Increase in one month. As job loss
numbers continue to dimb, we can
expect the number of people having
toaccesswelfareto grow dramatically
as well. The welfare reserve fund is
likely almost or entirely spent with
February's increase alone.

The City's response:

So far, we have seen the City take
3 concrete actions in response to
the economic crisis, the increase in
welfare caseloads and the depleted
reserve fund.

1. Aftack on ODSP
Transportation Money: Thousands
of people on disability in Toronto get
3100 a month for transportation if
they wvolunteer in the community.
This money helps people cover the
cost of public transit and get more
oinvolved in their communities.

Several vyears ago, OCAP
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