We Didn’t Break It
We Aren’t Buying It

It's  commen knowledge
now, that the economy has
tanked, Of course the bankers,
the company owners and the
politicians continue to pretend
that this "Great Recession” is not
institutional in nature—-it could
have been avoided, they say. We
made mistakes. Why are they
willing to admit that? Because it
paints a much rosier picture than
the frightening reality that the
economic system itself is in crisis
A system that cares only about
profits cannot possibly provide
wall-paying jobs for everyone who
15 willing to work, and it certainly
cannot protect them. When times
are good, the nich live it up. Whan

question becomes: who will pay
for this crisis? If we leave it to the
banks and the governments that
act on their behalf, the solution will
be shameless bailouts for those
who created the situation in the
first place. These will, at the same
time, be a means of forcing deep
CONCessions on waorkers, imposing
the burden on our communities
Ve cant let that happen.
Business and government aren't
Qoing to claw their way out of this
crisis on the backs of working
people again. Mot if we can help it.
Real solutions to this crisis are not
hard to come by. They just aren't
popular with the folks that own
the newspapers, the factories or
the seats on pardiament hill. That
means it's up to us to go on the
offensive and build a movement
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times are bad, they lay the rest
of us off. That's why the average
aconomic downtumn lasts 2 years,
but it usually takes 5 years for
unemployment to reach its peak
Translation: even once the
economy has stopped shrinking
and started growing, nobody's
hiring

Even the Internaticnal
Monetary Fund (IMF) ranks this
crisis second only to the Great
Depression of the 1830s. So the

capable of pushing for the
interests of working people above
the interests of those who were
making millions on the “financial
casing” just a few months ago.

If public money is to be used
for economic stimulation, our
communities must have their
needs met. We need affordable
housing for the 70,000 people
currently on the waiting list in
Toronto alone, and massive repairs
for the 100,000+ currently living in

sub-standard public housing. We
have to challenge attemnpts to evict
people from their homes. And if
Big Auto and other manufacturing
giants keep closing factores—
especially Tool & Dye shops that
build machinery--we should use
them to build green products like
solar panels and fuel efficient
buses, rather than see them
sold-off piece-meal and turned
into another Wal-Mart or Home
Depot (as if that's what we need).
Above all, economic stimulation
spending must provide decent
paying, umionized jobs. |t must
be a condition of such programs
that they do not include layoffs or
wage-cuts for workers in auto and
other industries receiving public
funds.

We can't address this crisis
without  drastically improving
(unjemployment insurance to
provide a decent income to all
unemployed workers Social
assistance rates in Ontario must
increase immeadiately by 40 per
cent to compensate for the cuts
made by the Hamis govermnment.

We didn't create the crisis
of capitalism and we are not
interested in taking the fall in order
to “solve™ it until the next bubble
bursts. We will challenge those
who want us to suffer so they can
weather this crisis in the lap of
luxury. Give us jobs and give us
infrastructure! Faise the rates!
And make the rich pay!

~ John Clarke & Jonah Gindin

Check out the new
OCAP website.

www. . ocap.ca

Find out what is going on.
Read all the rules for Ontario
Works (welfare) and Ontario

Disability Support Program
(ODSP) in plain English and
find out if you are entitled to
benefits you may not know

about. Also check out our
poster, photo, audiolvideo
and publication archive.




